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TRANSMISSION CONTROL APPARATUS
AND TRANSMISSION CONTROL METHOD

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a Continuation of application Ser. No. 13/064,789,
filed on Apr. 15, 2011, which contains subject matter related
to Japanese Patent Application JP 2010-131340, filed in the
Japan Patent Office on Jun. 8, 2010, the entire contents of
which being incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a transmission control
apparatus and a transmission control method.

In recent years, for example, a communication system has
come into widespread use in which content data such as sound
data or video data is transmitted or received between appara-
tuses and the content data transmitted or received between the
apparatuses is reproduced. Examples of the communication
system include a multi-channel audio system (surround
sound system) and a system conforming to the DLNA (Digi-
tal Living Network Alliance) standard.

Accordingly, a technique has been developed which con-
trols reproduction of the content data in the communication
system. For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2008-159193 discloses a technique for
changing over a master apparatus and a slave apparatus in
response to an input operation regarding reproduction con-
trol.

SUMMARY

According to the technique (hereinafter, also referred to as
the “related technique”) of the related art capable of control-
ling reproduction of the content data in the communication
system, the roles (master and slave) of apparatuses of the
communication system are changed over by executing com-
munication between the apparatuses via a relay apparatus.
Moreover, in the communication system (hereinafter, also
referred to as the “related communication system”) using the
related technique, reproduction of the content data, which is
stored in a server, in each apparatus is controlled by a master
apparatus which controls reproduction of other apparatuses.
Accordingly, in the communication system in which the mas-
ter apparatus controls the reproduction of the content data,
which is stored in the server, in each apparatus, the master
apparatus and the slave apparatus can easily be changed over
in response to the input operation regarding the reproduction
control by using the related technique.

For example, the communication system in which content
data is transmitted or received between apparatuses and the
content data transmitted or received between the apparatuses
is reproduced is not limited to a system in which each appa-
ratus receives content data from a server and reproduces the
content data, as in the related communication system. As the
communication system, a system is exemplified in which a
transmission apparatus transmitting content data concur-
rently transmits the same content data (or transmission data
including the content data) to at least one reception apparatus,
and the respective reception apparatuses or the transmission
apparatus and the respective reception apparatuses synchro-
nize with each other to reproduce the content data.

For example, users in a house can enjoy the same music
(which is an example of contents) output from an apparatus
(which is the transmission apparatus or is an example of the
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reception apparatus), which is capable of reproducing a plu-
rality of content data in the house, by synchronizing the
respective reception apparatuses or the transmission appara-
tus and the respective reception apparatuses with each other
and reproducing the content data indicating the same content,
as described above. However, when the communication sys-
tem in which the transmission apparatus concurrently trans-
mits the same content data to at least one reception apparatus
is, for example, a system (which is a system in which respec-
tive apparatuses are connected in a star form) in which respec-
tive apparatuses communicate with each other via one relay
apparatus, as in the related communication system, the trans-
mission quality of the content data in the entire communica-
tion system depends on transmission quality between the
transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus. Therefore,
for example, when the transmission quality between the
transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus is not suffi-
cient to concurrently transmit the same content data to the
plurality of reception apparatuses, there is concern that the
transmission quality of the content data may deteriorate in the
entire communication system.

According to the related technique, the master apparatus
and the slave apparatus can be changed over in response to the
input operation regarding the reproduction control. However,
there is no consideration of the transmission quality between
the transmission apparatus (corresponding to the server
according to the related technique) and the relay apparatus.
Therefore, even when the related technique is used for a
communication system in which the transmission apparatus
transmits the same content data to at least one reception
apparatus, there is a concern that the transmission quality of
the content data may deteriorate in the entire communication
system.

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a novel and
improved transmission control apparatus and a novel and
improved transmission control method capable of preventing
deterioration in the transmission quality of content data in the
entire communication system in which communication is
executed via one relay apparatus.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
there is provided a transmission control apparatus including:
a communication unit communicating with each of commu-
nication apparatuses, which are included in a communication
system in which communication is executed via one relay
apparatus, via the relay apparatus; a determination unit deter-
mining, as a transmission apparatus transmitting content data
indicating a content to be transmitted, the apparatus with
higher transmission quality between the apparatus and the
relay apparatus in the communication system based on qual-
ity information of each communication apparatus, which is
received by the communication unit and includes information
regarding the transmission quality between the relay appara-
tus and the communication apparatus; and a transmission
control unit allowing the transmission apparatus determined
by the determination unit to concurrently transmit the content
data indicating the content to the respective apparatuses of the
communication system excluding the transmission appara-
tus.

Accordingly, in the communication system in which the
communication is executed via one relay apparatus, it is pos-
sibleto prevent the deterioration in the transmission quality of
the content data in the entire communication system.

The determination unit may determine the transmission
apparatus based on information regarding transmission qual-
ity between the own apparatus and the relay apparatus.

The transmission control apparatus may further include a
request transmission unit transmitting a first quality informa-



US 9,288,145 B2

3

tion transmission request for transmitting the quality infor-
mation to each of the communication apparatuses of the com-
munication system, when the content data indicating the
content to be transmitted is stored. The determination unit
may determine the transmission apparatus based on the qual-
ity information received by the communication unit and
selectively transmitted from the communication apparatuses
in response to the first quality information transmission
request.

When the content data indicating the content to be trans-
mitted is stored, the request transmission unit may transmit a
second quality information transmission request for transmit-
ting quality information further including information indi-
cating reproduction quality of the stored content data. When
the request transmission unit transmits the second quality
information transmission request, the determination unit may
determine the apparatus with the higher reproduction quality
as the transmission apparatus based on the quality informa-
tion received by the communication unit and selectively
transmitted from the communication apparatuses in response
to the second quality information transmission request.

The transmission control apparatus may further include a
storage unit storing the content data. The determination unit
may determine the transmission apparatus based on the infor-
mation regarding the transmission quality between the own
apparatus and the relay apparatus and information indicating
reproduction quality of the content data stored in the memory.

According to another embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, there is provided a transmission control method includ-
ing; communicating with each of communication appara-
tuses, which are included in a communication system in
which communication is executed via one relay apparatus,
via the relay apparatus and acquiring quality information of
each communication apparatus, which includes information
regarding transmission quality between the relay apparatus
and the communication apparatus, from each of the commu-
nication apparatuses; determining, as a transmission appara-
tus transmitting content data indicating a content to be trans-
mitted, the apparatus with higher transmission quality
between the apparatus and the relay apparatus in the commu-
nication system based on the quality information of each
communication apparatus acquired in the acquiring of the
quality information; and allowing the transmission apparatus
determined in the determining of the transmission apparatus
to concurrently transmit the content data indicating the con-
tent to the respective apparatuses of the communication sys-
tem excluding the transmission apparatus.

In the communication system in which the communication
is executed via one relay apparatus, it is possible to prevent
the deterioration in the transmission quality of the content
data in the entire communication system by using the trans-
mission control method.

According to the embodiments of the disclosure, in the
communication system executing the communication via one
relay apparatus, it is possible to prevent the deterioration in
the transmission quality of the content data in the entire
communication system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of the configu-
ration of a communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is adiagram illustrating the overview of an approach
to deterioration prevention of the transmission quality of con-
tent data according to the embodiment of the disclosure.
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4

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a process
associated with an approach to deterioration prevention of the
transmission quality in a communication apparatus (which is
an example of a transmission control apparatus) according to
the embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a process of
determining a transmission apparatus in the communication
apparatus (which is an example of a transmission control
apparatus) according to the embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a process of
determining a transmission apparatus in the communication
apparatus (which is an example of a transmission control
apparatus) according to the embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a process of
determining a transmission apparatus in the communication
apparatus (which is an example of a transmission control
apparatus) according to the embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example of the
configuration of the transmission control apparatus according
to the embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating an example of the
hardware configuration of the transmission control apparatus
according to the embodiment of the disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the disclosure will
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The same reference numerals are given to constituent ele-
ments having substantially the same function in the specifi-
cation and the drawings and the description thereof will not be
repeated.

The description will be made below in the following order.

1. Approach according to Embodiment of Disclosure

2. Transmission Control Apparatus according to Embodi-
ment of Disclosure

3. Program according to Embodiment of Disclosure

Approach According to Embodiment of Disclosure

An approach to deterioration prevention of the transmis-
sion quality of content data according to the embodiment of
the disclosure will be described before describing the con-
figuration of a transmission control apparatus according to
the embodiment of the disclosure in a communication system
(hereinafter, also referred to as a “communication system
1000”) according to the embodiment of the disclosure. Here,
the content data according to the embodiment of the disclo-
sure refers to data, such as sound data indicating sound (in-
cluding music and hereinafter, the same is applied below) or
video data indicating sound and an image (still image/moving
image) indicating a content such as sound or an image.
Overview of Communication System 1000

The overview of the communication system 1000 will be
described before describing the overview of the approach to
the deterioration prevention of the transmission quality of the
content data according to the embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of the configura-
tion of the communication system 1000 according to the
embodiment of the disclosure.

The communication system 1000 includes communication
apparatuses 100A, 100B, 100C, and 100D (hereinafter, also
collectively referred to as the “communication apparatuses
100) and a relay apparatus 200. A star-type network is con-
figured with reference to the relay apparatus 200.
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The communication apparatus 100 concurrently transmits
the content data to the other communication apparatuses 100
of the communication system 1000 via the relay apparatus
200. Here, for example, the concurrent transmission of the
content data according to the embodiment of the disclosure
refers to the fact that the communication apparatus 100 “con-
currently transmits” the content data to each communication
apparatus 100 to which the content data is scheduled to be
transmitted or “synchronizes with each communication appa-
ratus and transmits” the content data to each communication
apparatus 100. Examples of the content data transmitted by
the communication apparatus 100 include content data stored
in a storage unit (described below) and content data received
by a communication unit (described below) and transmitted
from an external apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100 receives the content
data transmitted from an external apparatus via the relay
apparatus 200. That is, in the communication system 1000,
the communication apparatus 100 has a role of a transmission
apparatus transmitting the content data or a reception appa-
ratus receiving the content data transmitted from an external
apparatus which has a role of a transmission apparatus.

Moreover, for example, the communication apparatus 100
may have a function of performing processing associated
with the approach to the deterioration prevention of the trans-
mission quality described below, based on an operation signal
formed in response to a predetermined user operation deliv-
ered from an operation unit (described below) or an external
operation signal formed in response to a user operation trans-
mitted from an external operation apparatus (not shown) such
as a remote controller. The communication apparatus 100
performing the approach to the deterioration prevention of the
transmission quality described below has a role of a transmis-
sion control apparatus controlling transmission of the content
data in the communication system 1000.

For example, the communication system 1000 according to
the embodiment of the disclosure may include a transmission
control apparatus separate from the communication appara-
tus 100 or the relay apparatus 200 may have a role of the
transmission control apparatus. Hereinafter, a case will be
mainly described in which the communication apparatus 100
has the role of the transmission control apparatus.

The relay apparatus 200 has a role of relaying the commu-
nication between the respective communication apparatuses
100 of the communication system 1000.

InFIG. 1, the communication system 1000 is configured to
include four communication apparatuses 100. However, the
communication system 1000 according to the embodiment of
the disclosure is not limited to the configuration in which four
communication apparatuses 100 are included. For example,
the communication system 1000 according to the embodi-
ment of the disclosure may be configured to include two,
three, or five or more, or the like, that is, a plurality of the
communication apparatuses 100. In FIG. 2, the relay appara-
tus 200 and the communication apparatuses 100 are config-
ured to execute wireless communication. However, the relay
apparatus 200 and the communication apparatuses 100 may
be configured to execute wired communication. The commu-
nications system 1000 according to the embodiment of the
disclosure includes a data storage apparatus (not shown) stor-
ing the content data. In the communication system 1000, the
transmission apparatus may acquire the content data stored in
the data storage apparatus (not shown) and may concurrently
transmit the content data.
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Overview of Approach to Deterioration Prevention of Trans-
mission Quality

Next, the overview of the approach to the deterioration
prevention of the transmission quality of the content data will
be described according to the embodiment of the disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the overview of the approach
to the deterioration prevention of the transmission quality of
the content data according to the embodiment of the disclo-
sure. In FIG. 2, the communication system 1000 shown in
FIG. 1 is shown. The communication apparatus 100A has the
role of a transmission apparatus and the communication
apparatuses 100B, 100C, and 100D have the role of a recep-
tion apparatus.

When the transmission apparatus concurrently transmits
the content data to the respective reception apparatuses, the
transmission rate of a communication path (indicated by A in
FIG. 2) between the transmission apparatus and the relay
apparatus 200 is higher than the transmission rates of com-
munication paths (indicated by B to D in FIG. 2) between the
relay apparatus 200 and each reception apparatus. That is, in
the communication system 1000, the possibility that the
transmission quality of the communication path between the
transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus 200 is not
sufficient to concurrently transmit the content data is higher
than the possibility that the transmission quality of the com-
munication path between the relay apparatus 200 and each
reception apparatus is not sufficient to transmit the content
data. Therefore, the transmission quality of the content data in
the entire communication system 1000 can be known by the
transmission quality of the communication path between the
transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus 200.

Here, the transmission quality of the communication path
between the communication apparatus 100 (transmission
apparatus/reception apparatus) and the relay apparatus 200
according to the embodiment of the disclosure is an index
used to evaluate the communication path. The transmission
quality of the communication path between the communica-
tion apparatus 100 and the relay apparatus 200 according to
the embodiment of the disclosure is quantitatively measured
by, for example, a transmission speed or the number of data
retransmission requests in the communication between the
communication apparatus 100 and the relay apparatus 200.
Moreover, the method of measuring the transmission quality
of the communication path between the communication
apparatus 100 and the relay apparatus 200 according to the
embodiment of the disclosure is not limited to the method of
measuring the transmission quality by the transmission speed
or the number of data retransmission requests.

The transmission quality of the content data in the entire
communication system 1000 according to the embodiment of
the disclosure is, for example, an index indicating that the
content data concurrently transmitted from the transmission
apparatus is normally transmitted to the respective reception
apparatuses. For example, the transmission quality of the
content data in the entire communication system 1000
according to the embodiment of the disclosure can be
expressed by a transmission error ratio.

As described above, the transmission quality of the content
data in the entire communication system 1000 depends on the
transmission quality of the communication path between the
transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus 200. There-
fore, when the transmission quality of the communication
path between the transmission apparatus and the relay appa-
ratus 200 is not sufficient to concurrently transmit the content
data, the transmission quality of the content data in the entire
communication system 1000 may deteriorate. In the related
art, as described above, the transmission quality of the com-
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munication path between the transmission apparatus and the
relay apparatus is not taken into consideration. Accordingly,
even when the related art is used, there is concern that the
transmission quality of the content data in the entire commu-
nication system may deteriorate.

In the embodiment of the disclosure, (in principle) an appa-
ratus having transmission quality higher than the transmis-
sion quality of the communication path with the relay appa-
ratus 200 is determined as the transmission apparatus. In the
embodiment of the disclosure, the content data is concur-
rently transmitted to the apparatus determined as the trans-
mission apparatus. Moreover, in the embodiment of the dis-
closure, based on the transmission quality of the
communication path with the relay apparatus 200 and repro-
duction quality of the content data to be transmitted, an appa-
ratus capable of transmitting the content data with higher
reproduction quality can be determined as the transmission
apparatus among apparatuses with the transmission quality
equal to or higher than given transmission quality. The degree
of the reproduction quality of the content data according to
the embodiment of the disclosure is determined by, for
example, a codec, a bit rate, or resolution of the content data.

When the transmission apparatus is determined in this
manner in the communication system 1000, the communica-
tion apparatus 100 (or the communication apparatus 100 with
the transmission quality equal to or higher than the given
transmission quality), which has the higher transmission
quality of the communication path with the relay apparatus
200 and thus serves as the transmission apparatus, concur-
rently transmits the content data. Therefore, in the communi-
cation system 1000, it is possible to reduce the possibility that
the transmission quality of the communication path between
the transmission apparatus and the relay apparatus 200 is not
sufficient to concurrently transmit the content data. In this
embodiment of the disclosure, it is possible to realize the
communication system capable of preventing the deteriora-
tion in the transmission quality of the content data in the entire
communication system by determining the transmission
apparatus in the above-described manner.

More specifically, in the communication system 1000, it is
possible to prevent the deterioration in the transmission qual-
ity of the content data in the entire communication system, for
example, by determining the transmission control apparatus
through a process (0) described below and performing pro-
cesses (1) to (3) described below by the transmission control
apparatus.

(0) Process of Determining Transmission Control Apparatus

In the communication system 1000 according to the
embodiment of the disclosure, not only one apparatus may
have the functions (for example, functions of performing the
processes (1) to (3) described below) of the transmission
control apparatus, but also a plurality of apparatuses may
have the functions of the transmission control apparatus. In
the communication system 1000, for example, an apparatus
detecting the operation signal (or the external operation sig-
nal and the same is applied below) based on a predetermined
user operation serves as the transmission control apparatus
among the apparatuses having the functions of the transmis-
sion control apparatus and performs the processes (1) to (3)
described below. Here, an example of the predetermined user
operation according to the embodiment of the disclosure
includes an operation of giving an instruction to select and
concurrently transmit the content data using the operation
unit (described below) or an external operation apparatus by
a user.

The method of determining the transmission control appa-
ratus in the communication system 1000 according to the
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embodiment of the disclosure is not limited thereto. For
example, in the communication system 1000, the transmis-
sion control apparatus may be determined when one of the
apparatuses having the functions of the transmission control
apparatus starts the processes (1) to (3) described below based
on process start information. Here, the process start informa-
tion according to the embodiment of the disclosure refers to,
for example, data in which information (for example, infor-
mation indicating the content data to be a transmission can-
didate) indicating a content to be transmitted is preset and
information regarding the start time of a process associated
with the transmission is preset.

Inthe communication system 1000, it is possible to prevent
the deterioration in the transmission quality of the content
data in the entire communication system by performing the
processes (1) to (3) described below by the transmission
control apparatus determined, for example, in the above-
described manner and controlling the transmission of the
content data in the communication system 1000.

(1) Process of Acquiring Quality Information

The transmission control apparatus communicates with the
communication apparatuses 100 (which is the communica-
tion apparatus 100 other than own apparatus when the trans-
mission control apparatus is the communication apparatus
100, and the same is applied below) of the communication
system 1000 via the relay apparatus 200 and acquires quality
information from the communication apparatus 100.

Here, the quality information according to the embodiment
of the disclosure refers to information (data) including the
information regarding the transmission quality between the
relay apparatus 200 and the communication apparatus 100.
Examples of the transmission quality included in the quality
information include a transmission speed of the communica-
tion path between the relay apparatus 200 and the communi-
cation apparatus 100 and the number of data retransmission
requests.

The information included in the quality information is not
limited to the information of the information regarding the
transmission quality. For example, the quality information
according to the embodiment of the disclosure may further
include information indicating the reproduction quality ofthe
content data indicating the content to be transmitted, which is
stored in the communication apparatus 100. Here, the content
to be transmitted according to the embodiment of the disclo-
sure refers to, for example, a content indicated by the content
data which becomes a transmission candidate indicated by
the operation signal which is based on a predetermined user
operation. An example of the information indicating the
reproduction quality according to the embodiment of the
disclosure includes information indicating a codec, a bit rate,
or resolution (for example, when the content data is video
data) of the content data.

More specifically, the transmission control apparatus
acquires the quality information from each communication
apparatus 100 by transmitting a quality information transmis-
sion request to each communication apparatus 100 so that
each communication apparatus 100 transmits the quality
information. Here, the quality information transmission
request according to the embodiment of the disclosure refers
to data indicating a kind of command issued for the apparatus
receiving the quality information transmission request to
transmit the quality information. Examples of the quality
information transmission request transmitted by the trans-
mission control apparatus include items (a) to (c) below.
Examples of Quality Information Transmission Request

(a) A quality information transmission request is issued to
allow the communication apparatus 100 receiving the quality
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information transmission request to transmit the quality
information including the information regarding the trans-
mission quality unconditionally.

(b) A quality information transmission request (hereinaf-
ter, also referred to as a “first quality information transmission
request) is issued to selectively transmit the quality informa-
tion including the information regarding the transmission
quality, when the content data indicating the content to be
transmitted is stored.

(c) A quality information transmission request (hereinafter,
also referred to as a “second quality information transmission
request) is issued to selectively transmit the quality informa-
tion including the information regarding the transmission
quality and the information indicating the reproduction qual-
ity of the content data, when the content data indicating the
content to be transmitted is stored.

(2) Process of Determining Transmission Apparatus

Based on the quality information of each communication
apparatus 100 acquired through the process (1) (the process
of acquiring the quality information), the transmission con-
trol apparatus determines the transmission apparatus trans-
mitting the content data indicating the content to be transmit-
ted. More specifically, the transmission control apparatus
determines, as the transmission apparatus, the apparatus hav-
ing the higher transmission quality of the communication
path with the relay apparatus 200.

Here, for example, the transmission control apparatus
determines, as the transmission apparatus, the communica-
tion apparatus 100 having the higher transmission quality of
the communication path with the relay apparatus 200 among
the communication apparatuses 100 respectively correspond-
ing to the acquired quality information. However, the method
of determining the transmission apparatus by the transmis-
sion control apparatus is not limited thereto. For example,
when the transmission control apparatus has the function of
concurrently transmitting the content data, the transmission
control apparatus may determine, as the transmission appa-
ratus, an apparatus (the own apparatus or the communication
apparatus 100) having the higher transmission quality of the
communication path with the relay apparatus 200 based on
the acquired quality information and the information regard-
ing the transmission quality of the communication path
between the own apparatus and the relay apparatus 200.

When the acquired quality information includes the infor-
mation regarding the transmission quality and the informa-
tion regarding the reproduction quality of the content data, the
transmission control apparatus determines the transmission
apparatus based on the transmission quality and the reproduc-
tion quality of the content data. Moreover, when the trans-
mission control apparatus has the function of concurrently
transmitting the content data, the transmission control appa-
ratus may determine the transmission apparatus based on the
information indicating the reproduction quality of the content
data stored in the storage unit (described below).

The transmission control apparatus determines the trans-
mission apparatus, for example, in the above-described man-
ner through the process (2). A specific example of the process
(2) (the process of determining the transmission apparatus) of
the transmission control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the disclosure will be described below.

(3) Transmission Control Process

When the transmission apparatus is determined through
the process (2) (the process of determining the transmission
apparatus), the determined transmission apparatus concur-
rently transmits the content data indicating the content to be
transmitted.
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More specifically, when an external apparatus is deter-
mined as the transmission apparatus, for example, the trans-
mission control apparatus transmits the content data becom-
ing the transmission candidate indicated by the operation
signal which is based on the predetermined user operation
and the transmission start request in order to allow the trans-
mission apparatus to concurrently transmit the content data.
When the transmission control apparatus transmits the first
quality information transmission request or the second qual-
ity information transmission request, the determined trans-
mission apparatus stores the content data to be transmitted.
Therefore, in this case, for example, the transmission control
apparatus transmits only the transmission start request to the
transmission apparatus. Here, the transmission start request
according to the embodiment of the disclosure refers to data
which indicates a kind of command issued for the apparatus
(that is, the determined transmission apparatus) receiving the
transmission start request to start a process associated with
the concurrent transmission of the content data.

When the own apparatus is determined as the transmission
apparatus, for example, the transmission control apparatus
concurrently transmits the content data becoming the trans-
mission candidate indicated by the operation signal which is
based on the predetermined user operation.

The transmission control process of the transmission con-
trol apparatus according to the embodiment of the disclosure
is not limited to the above example. For example, when the
transmission control apparatus determines the transmission
apparatus based on the quality information selectively trans-
mitted from the communication apparatus 100 in response to
the first quality information transmission request or the sec-
ond quality information transmission request, the transmis-
sion control apparatus can concurrently transmit the content
data indicating the content to be transmitted which is stored in
the corresponding transmission apparatus.

The transmission control apparatus controls the transmis-
sion of the content data in the communication system 1000 by
performing the process (1) (the process of acquiring the qual-
ity information) to the process (3) (the transmission control
process). Here, the transmission control apparatus determines
the transmission apparatus based on the quality information
which is acquired from each communication apparatus 100 of
the communication system 1000 and includes at least the
information regarding the transmission quality. Therefore,
the transmission apparatus can concurrently transmit the con-
tent data to the communication apparatuses 100 (or the com-
munication apparatuses 100 with the transmission quality
equal to or higher than the given transmission quality) with
the higher transmission quality of the communication path
with the relay apparatus 200.

Therefore, it is possible to realize the communication sys-
tem capable of preventing the deterioration in the transmis-
sion quality of the content data in the entire communication
system by allowing the transmission control apparatus to
perform the process (1) (the process of acquiring the quality
information) to the process (3) (the transmission control pro-
cess).

When each apparatus of the communication system 1000
according to the embodiment of the disclosure is configured
to transmit the quality information to the other apparatuses
regularly or irregularly, the transmission control apparatus
may control the transmission of the content data in the com-
munication system 1000 by performing the process (2) (the
process of determining the transmission apparatus) and the
process (3) (the transmission control process). Even in this
case, the transmission apparatus can be determined based on
the quality information which is acquired from each commu-
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nication apparatus 100 of the communication system 1000
and includes the information regarding the transmission qual-
ity. Accordingly, even in this case, it is possible to realize the
communication system capable of preventing the deteriora-
tion in the transmission quality of the content data in the entire
communication system by using the transmission control
apparatus. Hereinafter, a case will be described in which the
transmission control apparatus performs the process (1) (the
process of acquiring the quality information) to the process
(3) (the transmission control process) as processes associated
with the approach to the deterioration prevention of the trans-
mission quality of the content data according to the embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

Specific Example Associated with Approach to
Deterioration Prevention of Transmission Quality

The process associated with the approach to the deteriora-
tion prevention of the transmission quality of the content data
according to the above-described embodiment of the disclo-
sure will be described in more detail. Hereinafter, a case will
be described in which the communication apparatus 100A
has the role of the transmission control apparatus (performs
the process (1) (the process of acquiring the quality informa-
tion) to the process (3) (the transmission control process)) in
the communication system 1000 shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the process
associated with the approach to the deterioration prevention
of the transmission quality in the communication apparatus
100A (which is an example of the transmission control appa-
ratus) according to the embodiment of the disclosure.

The communication apparatus 100A specifies the content
data becoming the transmission candidate (S100). Here, the
communication apparatus 100A specifies the content data
becoming the transmission candidate based on, for example,
the operation signal which is based on the predetermined user
operation.

The communication apparatus 100A transmits the quality
information transmission request to the communication
apparatuses 100B, 100C, and 100D (S102). Here, examples
of the quality information transmission request transmitted
by the communication apparatus 100A include the quality
information transmission requests described in the items (a)
to (c).

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request in step S102, the
communication apparatus 100A determines whether
responses transmitted from all of the communication appara-
tuses 100 to which the quality information transmission
request is scheduled to be transmitted are received (S104).
Here, the process of step S102 to step S104 corresponds to the
process (1) (the process of acquiring the quality information).

When it is determined that the responses transmitted from
all of the communication apparatuses 100 to which the qual-
ity information transmission request is scheduled to be trans-
mitted are not received in step S104, the communication
apparatus 100A does not proceed the process until it is deter-
mined that the responses are received. For example, when the
quality information transmission request is transmitted in
step S102 and a predetermined time passes, the communica-
tion apparatus 100A can allow the process to proceed in spite
of'the fact that it is determined that the responses transmitted
from all of the communication apparatuses 100 to which the
quality information transmission request is scheduled to be
transmitted are not received (so-called timeout).

On the other hand, when it is determined that the responses
transmitted from all of the communication apparatuses 100 to
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which the quality information transmission request is sched-
uled to be transmitted are received in step S104, the commu-
nication apparatus 100A determines the transmission appa-
ratus transmitting the content data (S106; the process of
determining the transmission apparatus).

Example of Process of Determining Transmission
Apparatus

[1] First Example

Example of Process when Quality Information
Transmission Request of Item (a) is Transmitted in
Step S102 of FIG. 3

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request of the item (a) in
step S102 of FIG. 3, all of the responses received in step S104
include the quality information including the information
regarding the transmission quality. In this case, for example,
the communication apparatus 100A determines, as the trans-
mission apparatus, the communication apparatus 100 with
the higher transmission quality of the communication path
with the relay apparatus 200 among the communication appa-
ratuses 100 respectively corresponding to the acquired qual-
ity information.

The communication apparatus 100A is capable of concur-
rently transmitting the content data like the other communi-
cation apparatuses 100. Accordingly, the communication
apparatus 100A can determine, as the transmission apparatus,
the apparatus (the communication apparatus 100A or another
communication apparatus 100) with the higher transmission
quality of the communication path with the relay apparatus
200 based on the acquired quality information and the infor-
mation regarding the transmission quality of the communica-
tion path between the own apparatus and the relay apparatus
200.

[2] Second Example

Example of Process when Quality Information
Transmission Request of Item (b) is Transmitted in
Step S102 of FIG. 3

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request (the first quality
information transmission request) of the item (b) in step S102
of FIG. 3, there is a possibility that the responses received in
step S104 include the quality information and do not include
the quality information coexist. In this case, the communica-
tion apparatus 100A determines, as the transmission appara-
tus, the communication apparatus 100 with the higher trans-
mission quality of the communication path with the relay
apparatus 200 among the communication apparatuses 100
transmitting the response including the quality information.
As in the first example, the communication apparatus 100A
can also determine, as the transmission apparatus, the appa-
ratus with the higher transmission quality of the communica-
tion path with the relay apparatus 200 based on the acquired
quality information and the information regarding the trans-
mission quality of the communication path between the own
apparatus and the relay apparatus 200.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the process
of determining the transmission apparatus by the communi-
cation apparatus 100A (which is an example of the transmis-
sion control apparatus) according to the embodiment of the
disclosure. In FIG. 4, an example of the process of determin-
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ing the transmission apparatus is shown when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A transmits the quality information
transmission request (the first quality information transmis-
sion request) of the item (b) in step S102 of FIG. 3. Moreover,
in FIG. 4, the example of the process of determining the
transmission apparatus is shown when the communication
apparatus 100A determines the own apparatus or another
communication apparatus 100 as the transmission apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100A sets the own appara-
tus as the transmission apparatus (S200). Here, the process of
step S200 corresponds to a process of initializing the appara-
tus determined as the transmission apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100A selects the response
transmitted from one communication apparatus 100 among
the responses received in step S104 of FIG. 3 (S202).

The communication apparatus 100A determines whether
the response selected in step S202 includes the quality infor-
mation (S204). When the communication apparatus 100A
determines that the response does not include the quality
information in step S204, the communication apparatus 100A
performs a process of step S210 described below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that the response includes the quality infor-
mation in step S204, the communication apparatus 100A
determines “whether the transmission quality of the set trans-
mission apparatus is higher than (or equal to or higher than)
the transmission quality of the selected communication appa-
ratus” (S206). When the communication apparatus 100A
determines that “the transmission quality of the set transmis-
sion apparatus is not higher than (or equal to or higher than)
the transmission quality of the selected communication appa-
ratus” in step S206, the communication apparatus 100 A per-
forms the process of step S210 described below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that “the transmission quality of the set
transmission apparatus is higher than (or equal to or higher
than) the transmission quality of the selected communication
apparatus” in step S206, the communication apparatus 100A
updates the set transmission apparatus to the communication
apparatus 100 transmitting the response selected in step S202
(S208). The apparatus with the higher transmission quality is
selected as a candidate of the transmission apparatus through
the process of step S208.

When the communication apparatus 100A performs the
processes of step S204 to S208, the communication apparatus
100A determines whether all of the responses received in step
S104 of FIG. 3 are processed (5210).

When the communication apparatus 100A determine that
all of the responses are not processed in step S210, the com-
munication apparatus 100A repeats the processes from step
S202. On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that all of the responses are processed in
step S210, the communication apparatus 100 A terminates the
process of determining the transmission apparatus and deter-
mines the apparatus set in step S200 or step S208 as the
transmission apparatus.

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request (the first quality
information transmission request) of the item (b) in step S102
of FIG. 3, the communication apparatus 100A determines the
transmission apparatus by performing, for example, the pro-
cess shown in FIG. 4. Moreover, of course, the process of
determining the transmission apparatus when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A transmits the quality information
transmission request (the first quality information transmis-
sion request) of the item (b) in step S102 of FIG. 3 is not
limited to the example shown in FIG. 4.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14
[3] Third Example

Example of Process when Quality Information
Transmission Request of Item (c) is Transmitted in
Step S102 of FIG. 3

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request (the second quality
information transmission request) of the item (c) in step S102
of FIG. 3, there is a possibility that the responses received in
step S104 include the quality information and do not include
the quality information coexist. In this case, the quality infor-
mation included in the response received in step S104
includes the information regarding the transmission quality
and information indicating the reproduction quality of the
content data indicating the content to be transmitted. In this
case, the communication apparatus 100A determines, as the
transmission apparatus, the communication apparatus 100
capable of transmitting the content data with the transmission
quality equal to or higher than the given transmission quality
and the higher reproduction quality among the communica-
tion apparatuses 100 transmitting the response including the
quality information. Moreover, the communication apparatus
100A can also determine, as the transmission apparatus, the
apparatus with the higher transmission quality of the commu-
nication path with the relay apparatus 200 based on the
acquired quality information, the information regarding the
transmission quality of the communication path with the
relay apparatus 200, and the information indicating the repro-
duction quality of the content data.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the process
of determining the transmission apparatus in the communi-
cation apparatus 100A (which is an example of the transmis-
sion control apparatus) according to the embodiment of the
disclosure. In FIG. 5, an example of the process of determin-
ing the transmission apparatus is shown when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A transmits the quality information
transmission request (the second quality information trans-
mission request) of the item (c¢) in step S102 of FIG. 3.
Moreover, in FIG. 5, the example of the process of determin-
ing the transmission apparatus is shown when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A determines the own apparatus or
another communication apparatus 100 as the transmission
apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100A sets the own appara-
tus as the transmission apparatus as in step S200 of FIG. 4
(S300).

The communication apparatus 100A selects the response
transmitted from one communication apparatus 100 among
the responses received in step S104 of FIG. 3 (S302).

The communication apparatus 100A determines whether
the response selected in step S302 includes the quality infor-
mation (S304). When the communication apparatus 100A
determines that the response does not include the quality
information in step S304, the communication apparatus 100A
performs a process of step S312 described below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that the response includes the quality infor-
mation in step S304, the communication apparatus 100A
determines “whether the transmission quality of the set trans-
mission apparatus is higher than the transmission quality of
the selected communication apparatus” as in step S206 of
FIG. 4 (S306).
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<3-A> when it is Determined that Transmission Quality of
Set Transmission Apparatus is Higher than Transmission
Quality of Selected Communication Apparatus

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the transmission quality of the set transmission apparatus is
higher than the transmission quality of the selected commu-
nication apparatus” in step S306, the communication appa-
ratus 100A determines “whether the reproduction quality of
the content data transmitted by the set transmission apparatus
is equal to or higher than the reproduction quality of the
content data transmitted by the selected communication
apparatus 100 (S308). Here, the communication apparatus
100A performs the determination of step S308, for example,
by comparing information indicating the reproduction qual-
ity of the content data of the set transmission apparatus to
information indicating the reproduction quality of the content
data of the selected communication apparatus.

More specifically, for example, the communication appa-
ratus 100A quantifies each information indicating the repro-
duction quality of the content data by using a lookup table in
which each information (for example, a codec, a bit rate, and
resolution) indicating the reproduction quality corresponds to
numerical values used to quantify the information indicating
the reproduction quality. Then, the communication apparatus
100A performs the determination of step S308 by comparing
the information indicating the reproduction quality of the
quantified content data. Here, for example, the communica-
tion apparatus 100A performs the determination of step S308
by using the lookup table stored in advance. However, the
process of step S308 performed by the communication appa-
ratus 100 A according to the embodiment of the disclosure is
not limited thereto. For example, the communication appara-
tus 100A may perform the process of step S308 by appropri-
ately acquiring the lookup table from an external apparatus
such as a server (not shown). Moreover, of course, the process
of step S308 performed by the communication apparatus
100A (which is an example of the transmission control appa-
ratus) according to the embodiment of the disclosure is not
limited thereto.

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is not equal to or higher than
the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by the
selected communication apparatus 100” in step S308, the
communication apparatus 100A performs the process of step
S312 described below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that “the reproduction quality of the content
data transmitted by the set transmission apparatus is equal to
or higher than the reproduction quality of the content data
transmitted by the selected communication apparatus 100” in
step S308, the communication apparatus 100 A updates the set
transmission apparatus to the communication apparatus 100
transmitting the response selected in step S302 (S310). By the
process of step S310, the apparatus with the higher reproduc-
tion quality of the content data is set as a candidate of the
transmission apparatus among the apparatuses (or the appa-
ratuses with the transmission quality equal to or higher than
the given transmission quality) with the higher transmission
quality.

When the processes of step S308 and step S310 are per-
formed, the communication apparatus 100A determines
whether all of the responses received in step S104 of FIG. 3
are processed (S312).

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
all of the responses are not processed in step S312, the com-
munication apparatus 100A repeats the processes from step
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S302. On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that all of the responses are processed in
step S312, the communication apparatus 100 A terminates the
process of determining the transmission apparatus and deter-
mines the apparatus set in step S300 or step S310 as the
transmission apparatus.

<3-B> when it is Determined that Transmission Quality of
Set Transmission Apparatus is not Higher than Transmission
Quality of Selected Communication Apparatus

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the transmission quality of the set transmission apparatus is
not higher than the transmission quality of the selected com-
munication apparatus” in step S306, the communication
apparatus 100A determines “whether the reproduction qual-
ity of the content data transmitted by the set transmission
apparatus is higher than the reproduction quality of the con-
tent data transmitted by the selected communication appara-
tus 100” (S314). Here, as in step S308, the communication
apparatus 100A performs the determination of step S314, for
example, by comparing information indicating the reproduc-
tion quality of the content data of the set transmission appa-
ratus to information indicating the reproduction quality of the
content data of the selected communication apparatus.

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is not higher than the repro-
duction quality of the content data transmitted by the selected
communication apparatus 100 in step S314, the communi-
cation apparatus 100A performs the process of step S312.

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is higher than the reproduction
quality of the content data transmitted by the selected com-
munication apparatus 100” in step S314, the communication
apparatus 100A determines “whether the value indicating the
transmission quality of the selected communication appara-
tus 100 is larger than (or equal to or larger than) a predeter-
mined threshold value” (S316). Here, the predetermined
threshold value refers to a preset value used to determine the
apparatus with the transmission quality of the communication
path with the relay apparatus 200 which is equal to or larger
than a given value. The predetermined threshold value is set
according to the kind (for example, a transmission speed or
the number of data retransmission requests) of the value
indicating the transmission quality.

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the value indicating the transmission quality of the selected
communication apparatus 100 is larger than the predeter-
mined threshold value” in step S316, the communication
apparatus 100A performs the process of step S310. On the
other hand, when the communication apparatus 100A deter-
mines that “the value indicating the transmission quality of
the selected communication apparatus 100 is not larger than
the predetermined threshold value” in step S316, the commu-
nication apparatus 100A performs the process of step S312.

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request (the second quality
information transmission request) of the item (c) in step S102
of FIG. 3, the communication apparatus 100A determines the
transmission apparatus, for example, by performing the pro-
cesses shown in FIG. 5.

The process of determining the transmission apparatus
when the communication apparatus 100A transmits the qual-
ity information transmission request (the second quality
information transmission request) of the item (c) in step S102
of FIG. 3 is not limited to the example described with refer-
ence to FIG. 5. For example, the communication apparatus
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100A may preferentially determine, as the transmission appa-
ratus, the apparatus storing the content data with the higher
reproduction quality of the content data indicating the content
to be transmitted.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of the process
of determining the transmission apparatus in the communi-
cation apparatus 100A (which is an example of the transmis-
sion control apparatus) according to the embodiment of the
disclosure. In FIG. 6, another example of the process of
determining the transmission apparatus is shown when the
communication apparatus 100A transmits the quality infor-
mation transmission request (the second quality information
transmission request) of the item (c) in step S102 of FIG. 3.
Moreover, in FIG. 6, the example of the process of determin-
ing the transmission apparatus is shown when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A determines the own apparatus or
another communication apparatus 100 as the transmission
apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100A sets the own appara-
tus as the transmission apparatus as in step S200 of FIG. 4
(S400).

The communication apparatus 100A selects the response
transmitted from one communication apparatus 100 among
the responses received in step S104 of FIG. 3 (S402).

The communication apparatus 100A determines whether
the response selected in step S402 includes the quality infor-
mation (S404). When the communication apparatus 100A
determines that the response does not include the quality
information in step S404, the communication apparatus 100A
performs a process of step S412 described below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that the response includes the quality infor-
mation in step S404, the communication apparatus 100A
determines “whether the reproduction quality of the content
data transmitted by the set transmission apparatus is equal to
the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by the
selected communication apparatus 100” (S406). Here, as in
step S308 of FIG. 5, the communication apparatus 100A
performs the determination of step S406, for example, by
comparing information indicating the reproduction quality of
the content data of the set transmission apparatus to informa-
tion indicating the reproduction quality of the content data of
the selected communication apparatus.
<3-a> when it is Determined that Reproduction Quality of
Content Data Transmitted by Set Transmission Apparatus is
Equal to Reproduction Quality of Content Data Transmitted
by Selected Communication Apparatus 100

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is equal to the reproduction
quality of the content data transmitted by the selected com-
munication apparatus 100” in step S406, as in step S206 of
FIG. 4, the communication apparatus 100A determines
“whether the transmission quality of the set transmission
apparatus is higher than the transmission quality of the
selected communication apparatus” (S408).

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the transmission quality of the set transmission apparatus is
not higher than the transmission quality of the selected com-
munication apparatus” in step S408, the communication
apparatus 100A performs a process of step S412 described
below.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that “the transmission quality of the set
transmission apparatus is higher than the transmission quality
of the selected communication apparatus™ in step S408, the
communication apparatus 100A updates the set transmission
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apparatus to the communication apparatus 100 transmitting
the response selected in step S402 (S410). By the process of
step S410, the apparatus (or the apparatuses with the trans-
mission quality equal to or higher than a given transmission
quality) with the higher transmission quality of the content
data is set as a candidate of the transmission apparatus among
the apparatuses with the higher reproduction quality of the
content data.

When the processes of step S408 and step S410 are per-
formed, the communication apparatus 100A determines
whether all of the responses received in step S104 of FIG. 3
are processed (S412).

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
all of the responses are not processed in step S412, the com-
munication apparatus 100A repeats the processes from step
S402. On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that all of the responses are processed in
step S412, the communication apparatus 100 A terminates the
process of determining the transmission apparatus and deter-
mines the apparatus set in step S400 or step S410 as the
transmission apparatus.
<3-b> when it is Determined that Reproduction Quality of
Content Data Transmitted by Set Transmission Apparatus is
not Equal to Reproduction Quality of Content Data Transmit-
ted by Selected Communication Apparatus 100

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is not equal to the reproduction
quality of the content data transmitted by the selected com-
munication apparatus 100” in step S406, as in step S314 of
FIG. 4, the communication apparatus 100A determines
“whether the reproduction quality of the content data trans-
mitted by the set transmission apparatus is higher than the
reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by the
selected communication apparatus 100” (S414).

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted by
the set transmission apparatus is higher than the reproduction
quality of the content data transmitted by the selected com-
munication apparatus 100” in step S414, the communication
apparatus 100A performs the process of step S412.

On the other hand, when the communication apparatus
100A determines that “the reproduction quality of the content
data transmitted by the set transmission apparatus is higher
than the reproduction quality of the content data transmitted
by the selected communication apparatus 100” in step S414,
the communication apparatus 100A determines “whether the
value indicating the transmission quality of the selected com-
munication apparatus 100 is larger than (or equal to or larger
than) a predetermined threshold value” (S416) as in step S316
of FIG. 5.

When the communication apparatus 100A determines that
“the value indicating the transmission quality of the selected
communication apparatus 100 is larger than the predeter-
mined threshold value” in step S416, the communication
apparatus 100A performs the process of step S410. On the
other hand, when the communication apparatus 100A deter-
mines that “the value indicating the transmission quality of
the selected communication apparatus 100 is not larger than
the predetermined threshold value” in step S416, the commu-
nication apparatus 100A performs the process of step S412.

When the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
quality information transmission request (the second quality
information transmission request) of the item (c) in step S102
of FIG. 3, the communication apparatus 100A can also deter-
mine the transmission apparatus, for example, by performing
the processes shown in FIG. 6. Of course, the process of
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determining the transmission apparatus when the communi-
cation apparatus 100A transmits the quality information
transmission request (the second quality information trans-
mission request) of the item (c) in step S102 of FIG. 3 is not
limited to the examples described with reference to FIGS. 5§
and 6.

[4] Other Examples

The communication apparatus 100A determines the trans-
mission apparatus transmitting the content data, for example,
by performing the processes of the first to third examples. The
process of determining the transmission apparatus in the
communication apparatus 100A (which is an example of the
transmission control apparatus) according to the embodiment
of the disclosure is not limited to the processes described in
the first to third examples. For example, based on information
in which a preference is set according to the kind (for
example, data kinds of sound data, video data, or the like or a
specific content) of the content to be transmitted, the commu-
nication apparatus 100A may preferentially determine, as the
transmission apparatus, the apparatus in which the high pref-
erence is set. Moreover, the communication apparatus 100A
may determine the transmission apparatus by setting the pref-
erence of each communication apparatus 100 based on posi-
tional information (for example, positional information of a
content which is being reproduced and a user enjoys) of a
user.

Referring back to FIG. 3, an example of a process associ-
ated with the approach to the deterioration prevention of the
transmission quality in the communication apparatus 100A
(which is an example of the transmission control apparatus)
according to the embodiment of the disclosure will be
described. When the transmission apparatus is determined in
step S106, the communication apparatus 100A concurrently
transmits the content data indicating the content to be trans-
mitted to the determined transmission apparatus (S108; the
transmission control process).

Here, when the communication apparatus 100A deter-
mines an external apparatus as the transmission apparatus, for
example, the communication apparatus 100A transmits the
content data becoming a transmission candidate indicated by
the operation signal which is based on a predetermined user
operation and a transmission start request to the transmission
apparatus and concurrently transmits the content data to the
transmission apparatus. When the communication apparatus
100A transmits the first quality information transmission
request or the second quality information transmission
request, the determined transmission apparatus stores the
content data to be transmitted. Accordingly, in this case, for
example, the communication apparatus 100 A transmits only
the transmission start request to the transmission apparatus.

When the own apparatus is determined as the transmission
apparatus, for example, the communication apparatus 100A
concurrently transmits the content data becoming the trans-
mission candidate indicated by the operation signal which is
based on the predetermined user operation.

The communication apparatus 100A can realize the pro-
cess (1) (the process of acquiring the quality information) to
the process (3) (the transmission control process) (the process
associated with the approach to the deterioration prevention
of the transmission quality according to the embodiment of
the disclosure), for example, by performing the processes
described with reference to FIG. 3. Accordingly, the commu-
nication apparatus 100A can realize the communication sys-
tem capable of preventing the deterioration in the transmis-
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sion quality of the content data in the entire communication
system, for example, by performing the processes described
with reference to FIG. 3.

Transmission Control Apparatus According to
Embodiment of Disclosure

Next, an example of the configuration of the transmission
control apparatus will be described which is capable of real-
izing the process associated with the approach to the deterio-
ration prevention of the transmission quality of the content
data according to the above-described embodiment of the
disclosure. Hereinafter, an example of the configuration of
the transmission control apparatus will be described when the
communication apparatus 100 has the function of the trans-
mission control apparatus.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example of the
configuration of the transmission control apparatus according
to the embodiment of the disclosure. In FIG. 7, an example of
the configuration of the communication apparatus 100 having
the function of the transmission control apparatus is illus-
trated as an example of the configuration of the transmission
control apparatus.

The communication apparatus 100 includes a communica-
tion unit 102, a storage unit 104, a control unit 106, an opera-
tion unit 108, and a display unit 110.

The communication apparatus 100 may include a ROM
(Read Only Memory; not shown), a RAM (Random Access
Memory; not shown), a reproduction processing unit (not
shown), a sound output unit (not shown), and a reception unit
(not shown). In the communication apparatus 100, for
example, the constituent units are connected to each other via
a bus serving as a data transmission line.

Here, the ROM (not shown) stores control data such as a
program or a calculation parameter used by the control unit
106. The RAM (not shown) firstly stores a program or the like
executed by the control unit 106. The reproduction process-
ing unit (not shown) performs a process associated with
reproduction of the content data. The sound output unit (not
shown) outputs, for example, a sound such as a sound corre-
sponding to the content data reproduced by the reproduction
processing unit (not shown). The reception unit (not shown)
receives an external operation signal transmitted from an
external apparatus such as a remote controller.

Example of Hardware Configuration of Communication
Apparatus 100

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of the hardware
configuration of the transmission control apparatus according
to the embodiment of the disclosure. In FIG. 8, an example of
the hardware configuration of the communication apparatus
100 shown in FIG. 7 is shown. Referring to FIG. 8, for
example, the communication apparatus 100 includes an MPU
150, a ROM 152, a RAM 154, a recording medium 156, an
input/output interface 158, an operation input device 160, a
display device 162, a communication interface 164, a DSP
166, and a sound output device 168. In the communication
apparatus 100, for example, the constituent units are con-
nected to each other via a bus 170 serving as a data transmis-
sion line.

The MPU 150 is configured by, for example, an MPU
(Micro Processing Unit) or an integrated circuit in which a
plurality of circuits is integrated to realize a control function.
The MPU 150 functions as the control unit 106 controlling the
entire communication apparatus 100. The MPU 150 has arole
of a request transmission unit 120, a determination unit 122,
and a transmission control unit 124 described below in the
communication apparatus 100.
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The ROM 152 stores control data or the like such as a
program or a calculation parameter used by the MPU 150.
The RAM 154 firstly stores a program or the like executed by
the MPU 150.

The recording medium 156 functions as the storage unit
104. For example, the recording medium 156 stores the con-
tent data and various kinds of data such as an application and
alookup table in which each information indicating the repro-
duction quality and each numerical value for quantifying the
information indicating the reproduction quality correspond to
each other. Examples of the recording medium 156 include a
magnetic recording medium such as a hard disk and a non-
volatile memory such as an EEPROM (Electrically Erasable
and Programmable Read Only Memory), a flash memory, an
MRAM (Magnetoresistive Random Access Memory), a
FeRAM (Ferroelectric Random Access Memory), or a
PRAM (Phase change Random Access Memory). The com-
munication apparatus 100 may include a recording medium
156 detachably mounted on the communication apparatus
100.

For example, the input/output interface 158 is connected to
the operation input device 160 or the display device 162. The
operation input device 160 functions as an operation unit 108
and the display device 162 functions as the display unit 110.
Examples of the input/output interface 158 include a USB
(Universal Serial Bus) terminal, a DVI (Digital Visual Inter-
face) terminal, an HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia Inter-
face) terminal, and various kinds of processing circuits. For
example, the operation input device 160 can be mounted on
the communication apparatus 100 to be connected to the
input/output interface 158 inside the communication appara-
tus 100. Examples of the operation input device 160 include
a button, a direction key, a rotation type selector such as a jog
dial, and a combination thereof. For example, the display
device 162 is mounted on the communication apparatus 100
to be connected to the input/output interface 158 inside the
communication apparatus 100. Examples of the display
device 162 include a liquid crystal display (LCD) and an
organic ELL (ElectroLuminescence) display (or also referred
to as an OLED (Organic Light Emitting Diode) display). Of
course, the input/output interface 158 can be connected to an
operation input device (for example, a keyboard or a mouse)
oradisplay device (for example, an external display) which is
an external device of the communication apparatus 100. The
display device 162 may be a device, such as a touch screen, in
which a display and a user operation can be performed.

The communication interface 164 is a communication
device included in the communication apparatus 100 and
functions as the communication unit 102 performing wire-
less/wired communication with an external apparatus such as
another communication apparatus 100 or a server (not shown)
via the relay apparatus 200. Examples of the communication
interface 164 include an IEEE 802.11g port, a transceiver
circuit (wireless communication), a LAN (Local Area Net-
work) terminal, and a transceiver circuit (wired communica-
tion).

The communication apparatus 100 may include a plurality
of communication interfaces such as the communication
interface 164 and a communication interface functioning as a
reception unit (not shown). Examples of the communication
interface functioning as the reception unit (not shown)
include an IEEE 802.15.1 port, a transceiver circuit, and an
infrared communication module. The communication inter-
face 164 of the communication apparatus 100 may have a
configuration functioning as, for example, the communica-
tion unit 102 and a reception unit (not shown).
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The DSP 166 has a role of a reproduction processing unit
(not shown) reproducing the content data stored in the storage
medium 156 or the content data received by the communica-
tion interface 164. The DSP 166 includes a DSP or various
kinds of processing circuits and processes sound data. The
sound output device 168 has a role of an output unit (not
shown) outputting a sound according to the reproduced con-
tent data and outputs the sound corresponding to the sound
data processed by the DSP 166. Examples of the sound output
device include an amplifier and a speaker.

The communication apparatus 100 has, for example, the
configuration shown in FIG. 8 and performs the process asso-
ciated with the approach to the deterioration prevention of the
transmission quality of the content data according to the
embodiment of the disclosure. The hardware configuration of
the communication apparatus 100 according to the embodi-
ment of the disclosure is not limited to the configuration
shown in FIG. 8. For example, the communication apparatus
100 has the role of the reproduction processing unit (not
shown) and may have a video processing circuit processing
video data (which is a kind of content data). When the com-
munication apparatus 100 does not have the reproduction
processing unit (not shown) or the sound output unit (not
shown), the communication apparatus 100 may not have the
DSP 166, the sound output device 168, or the video process-
ing circuit (not shown).

Referring back to FIG. 7, the constituent units of the com-
munication apparatus 100 will be described. The communi-
cation unit 102 is a communication device included in the
communication apparatus 100 and performs wireless/wired
communication with an external apparatus such as another
communication apparatus 100 or a server (not shown) via the
relay apparatus 200. Moreover, the communication of the
communication unit 102 is controlled by, for example, the
control unit 106. Examples of the communication unit 102
include an IEEE 802.11g port, a transceiver circuit (wireless
communication), a LAN terminal, and a transceiver circuit
(wired communication).

The storage unit 104 is a storage device included in the
communication apparatus 100. Examples of the storage unit
104 include a magnetic recording medium such as a hard disk
and a non-volatile memory such as a flash memory.

The storage unit 104 stores various kinds of data such as an
application and a lookup table in which each information
indicating the reproduction quality and each numerical value
for quantifying the information indicating the reproduction
quality correspond to each other. In FIG. 7, for example,
content data A130, content data B132, and so on are stored in
the storage unit 104.

The control unit 106 is configured by, for example, an MPU
or an integrated circuit in which a plurality of processing
circuits is integrated to have a role of controlling the entire
communication apparatus 100. The control unit 106 includes
the request transmission unit 120, the determination unit 122,
and the transmission control unit 124. The control unit 106
has a leading role of processing the process associated with
the approach to the deterioration prevention of the transmis-
sion quality of the content data according to the embodiment
of the disclosure.

The request transmission unit 120 has a leading role of
performing the process (1) (the process of acquiring the qual-
ity information). More specifically, the request transmission
unit 120 generates the quality information transmission
request and transmits the generated quality information trans-
mission request to each communication apparatus 100.

The request generated by the request transmission unit 120
is not limited to the quality information transmission request.
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For example, the request transmission unit 120 may generate
a transmission start request based on a generation command
from the transmission control unit 124. The request transmis-
sion unit 120 can generate data indicating various requests
such as a data retransmission request.

The determination unit 122 has a leading role of perform-
ing the process (2) (the process of determining the transmis-
sion apparatus). More specifically, the determination unit 122
determines the transmission apparatus, for example, by per-
forming the processes described in the examples [1] to [4].
The determination unit 122 transmits information indicating
the determined transmission apparatus to the transmission
control unit 124.

The transmission control unit 124 has a leading role of
performing the process (3) (the transmission control process).
More specifically, for example, the transmission control unit
124 transmits the transmission start request to the transmis-
sion apparatus determined by the determination unit 122 and
allows the transmission apparatus to concurrently transmit
the content data indicating the content to be transmitted. For
example, the transmission start request may be generated by
the transmission control unit 124 or the transmission control
unit 124 may allow the request transmission unit 120 to
generate the transmission start request.

For example, the control unit 106 includes the request
transmission unit 120, the determination unit 122, and the
transmission control unit 124 and has a leading role of per-
forming the process (1) (the process of acquiring the quality
information) to the process (3) (the transmission control pro-
cess). The configuration of the control unit 106 is not limited
to the configuration shown in FIG. 7. For example, the control
unit 106 may include a process start determination unit (not
shown) which allows the own apparatus serving as the trans-
mission control apparatus to selectively start the process
based on an operation signal based on a predetermined user
operation transmitted from the operation unit 108 or the
reception unit (not shown) or an external operation signal.
Here, the process start determination unit (not shown) has a
leading role of performing the process (0) (the process of
determining the transmission control apparatus) in the com-
munication apparatus 100.

The operation unit 108 is an operation device which is
capable of performing an operation of a user and is included
in the communication apparatus 100. The communication
apparatus 100 includes the operation unit 108 and is capable
of performing an operation of a user to perform a user’s
desired process in response to the operation of the user.
Examples of the operation unit 108 include a button, a direc-
tion key, a rotation type selector such as jog dial, and a
combination thereof.

The display unit 110 is a display device included in the
communication apparatus 100 and displays various kinds of
information on a display screen. Examples of screens dis-
played onthe display screen of the display unit 110 include an
operation screen used to perform a desired operation in the
communication apparatus 100 and a content reproduction
screen used to reproduce the content data. Examples of the
display unit 110 include an LCD and an organic EL display.
Moreover, the communication apparatus 100 may include the
display unit 110 configured by, for example, a touch screen. In
this case, the display unit 110 functions as an operation dis-
play unit capable of performing both an operation of a user
and display.

The communication apparatus 100 has, for example, the
configuration shown in FIG. 7 so as to realize the process
associated with the approach to the deterioration approach of
the transmission quality of the content data according to the
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embodiment of the disclosure. That is, the communication
apparatus 100 has, for example, the configuration shown in
FIG. 7 so as to have the role of the transmission control
apparatus. Accordingly, the communication apparatus 100
has, for example, the configuration shown in FIG. 7 so as to
realize the communication system capable of preventing the
deterioration in the transmission quality of the content data in
the entire communication system. Moreover, of course, the
configuration of the communication apparatus 100 according
to the embodiment of the disclosure is not limited to the
configuration shown in FIG. 7.

In the foregoing description, an example of the configura-
tion of the transmission control apparatus has been described,
for example, when the communication apparatus 100 has the
function of the transmission control apparatus. However, the
apparatus having the function of the transmission control
apparatus in the communication system 1000 according to the
embodiment of the disclosure is not limited to the communi-
cation apparatus 100. For example, the relay apparatus 200
may have the function of the transmission control apparatus
in the communication system 1000. Alternatively, the com-
munication system 1000 may have a configuration in which a
transmission control apparatus separate from the communi-
cation apparatus 100 and the relay apparatus 200 may be
provided. In this case, the transmission control apparatus
separate from the relay apparatus 200 can realize the process
associated with the approach to the deterioration prevention
of'the transmission quality of the content data according to the
embodiment of the disclosure by including the communica-
tion unit communicating with an external apparatus and
including units (for example, including the request transmis-
sion unit 120, the determination unit 122, and the transmis-
sion control unit 124) having the leading role of the process
(1) (the process of acquiring the quality information) to the
process (3) (the transmission control process).

As described above, the communication system 1000
according to the embodiment of the disclosure includes the
communication apparatuses 100 and the relay apparatus 200
and the respective communication apparatuses 100 commu-
nicate with each other via the relay apparatus 200. In the
communication system 1000, the apparatus (hereinafter,
referred to as a “transmission control apparatus”) having the
role of the transmission control apparatus controls the trans-
mission of the content data in the communication system
1000 by performing the process (1) (the process of acquiring
the quality information) to the process (3) (the transmission
control process). For example, the transmission control appa-
ratus determines, as the transmission apparatus, an apparatus
(the own apparatus or the communication apparatus 100) with
the higher transmission quality of the communication path
between the apparatus and the relay apparatus 200 or an
apparatus having transmission quality equal to or higher than
given transmission quality, for example, based on the quality
information acquired from another communication apparatus
100. Moreover, for example, the transmission control appa-
ratus determines, as the transmission apparatus, an apparatus
capable of transmitting the content data with the higher repro-
duction quality among the apparatuses with transmission
quality equal to or higher than given transmission quality, for
example, based on the transmission quality of the communi-
cation path between the apparatus and the relay apparatus 200
and the reproduction quality of the content data to be trans-
mitted. The transmission control apparatus allows the deter-
mined transmission apparatus to concurrently transmit the
content data indicating a content to be transmitted to the other
apparatuses via the relay apparatus 200. The transmission
control apparatus controls the transmission of the content
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data in the communications system 1000, as described above,
so that the communication system 1000 can reduce the pos-
sibility that the transmission quality of the communication
path between the transmission apparatus and the relay appa-
ratus 200 is not sufficient to concurrently transmit the content
data.

Accordingly, it is possible to realize the communication
system capable of preventing the deterioration in the trans-
mission quality of the content data in the entire communica-
tion system by controlling the transmission of the content
data in the communication system 1000 by the transmission
control apparatus, as described above.

In the foregoing description, the communication apparatus
100 is an example of the constituent apparatuses of the com-
munication system 1000 according to the embodiment of the
disclosure, but the embodiment of the disclosure is not lim-
ited thereto. The embodiment of the disclosure is applicable
to various apparatuses such as a computer such as a PC
(Personal Computer), a server, or a PDA (Personal Digital
Assistant), a portable communication apparatus such as a cell
phone or a PHS (Personal Handyphone System), a video/
music reproduction apparatus, a video/music recording
reproduction apparatus, and a game console.

The relay apparatus 200 is an example of the constituent
apparatuses of the communication system 1000 according to
the embodiment of the disclosure, but the embodiment of the
disclosure is not limited thereto. The embodiment of the
disclosure is applicable to various apparatuses, such as a
HUB and an access point, capable of relaying communication
between the communication apparatuses 100.

As described above, the communication apparatuses 100
and/or the relay apparatus 200 shown in FIG. 1 can have the
role of the transmission control apparatus according to the
embodiment of the disclosure. The communication system
1000 according to the embodiment of the disclosure may
include a transmission control apparatus separate from the
communication apparatus 100 and the relay apparatus 200.

Program According to Embodiment of Disclosure

The transmission of the content data in the communication
system 1000 can be controlled by a program causing a com-
puter to function as the transmission control apparatus
according to the embodiment of the disclosure. Accordingly,
it is possible to realize the communication system capable of
preventing the deterioration in the transmission quality of the
content data in the entire communication system by using the
program causing a computer to function as the transmission
control apparatus according to the embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

The preferred embodiment of the disclosure has hitherto
been described with reference to the accompanying drawings,
but the disclosure is not, of course, limited to the embodiment.
It is apparent to those skilled in the art that the disclosure can
be modified or altered into various forms within the scope of
the appended claims and it should be understood that the
modifications and alternations pertain to the technical scope
of the disclosure.

For example, the communication apparatus (the same is
applied to the other apparatuses) having the role of the trans-
mission control apparatus according to the embodiment of the
disclosure may individually include the request transmission
unit 120, the determination unit 122, or the transmission
control unit 124 shown in FIG. 7 (for example, each unit is
realized by an individual processing circuit).

In the foregoing description, there is provided the program
(computer program) causing the computer to function as the
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transmission control apparatus according to the embodiment
of the disclosure. In the embodiment of the disclosure, how-
ever, a storage medium storing the program may also be
provided together.

The above-described configuration is an example of the
embodiment of the disclosure, and of course pertains to the
technical scope of the disclosure.

The present disclosure contains subject matter related to
that disclosed in Japanese Priority Patent Application JP
2010-131340 filed in the Japan Patent Office on Jun. 8, 2010,
the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated by ref-
erence.

It should be understood by those skilled in the art that
various modifications, combinations, sub-combinations and
alterations may occur depending on design requirements and
other factors insofar as they are within the scope of the
appended claims or the equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:
1. A communication system, comprising:
a plurality of content reproduction devices, each including
a communication unit;
arelay apparatus configured to communicate with the com-
munication unit of each of the plurality of content repro-
duction devices; and
a transmission control unit configured to:
receive path quality information for each of the plurality
of content reproduction devices from the respective
communication units thereof, the path quality infor-
mation of each respective content reproduction device
identifying a quality of a communication path
between the communication unit of the respective
content reproduction device and the relay apparatus;
compare the path quality information of each of the
content reproduction devices and select one of the
plurality of content reproduction devices to be a con-
tent transmitting device based on the comparison; and
transmit to the selected content transmitting device a
content-transmission command that identifies a given
item of content data that is to be reproduced by the
plurality of content reproduction devices and com-
mands the selected content transmitting device to
transmit the given item of content data,
wherein each of the plurality of content reproduction
devices is configured such that, if the respective content
reproduction device receives the content-transmission
command, the respective content reproduction device
begins concurrent transmission of the given item of con-
tent data to each of the other ones of the plurality of
content reproduction devices via the relay.
2. The communication system of claim 1,
wherein the transmission control unit is included in one of
the plurality of content reproduction devices.
3. The communication system of claim 1,
wherein the transmission control unit is included in the
relay apparatus.
4. The communication system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of content reproduction devices
transmit their respective path quality information to the
transmission control unit in response to quality informa-
tion requests received by the plurality of content repro-
duction devices from the transmission control unit.
5. The communication system of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of content reproduction devices
transmit their respective path quality information to the
transmission control unit at regular timings.
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6. The communication system of claim 1,

wherein the path quality information indicates a transmis-
sion speed of the communication path.

7. The communication system of claim 1,

wherein the path quality information indicates a data 5
retransmission request number for the communication
path, where the data retransmission request number is an
amount of data retransmission requests associated with
the communication path.

8. The communication system of claim 1, 10

wherein the transmission control unit is further configured
to receive content reproduction quality information for
each of the plurality of content reproduction devices
from the respective communication units thereof, the
content reproduction quality information of each respec- 15
tive content reproduction device identifying a reproduc-
tion quality of the given item of content data for the
respective content reproduction device, and

the transmission control unit selects the one of the plurality
of content reproduction devices to be a content transmit- 20
ting device further based on a comparison of instances of
the content reproduction quality information.
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